Biographical Sketch ofthe Lifeofal 709 fAPal ati neodo | mmigrant

HENDRICK SCHREMLING

Origins:

The surnara spelled either Schremblin§chremling Scramling (or other variations) the USA

and Canada today was spelled SCHREMMLE by English cl@gnkEngland and New Yorkin
170912; as SCHREMLEY by Hendrick himself and his English associates from 1729 to 1741,
and as SCHREMLING by German writers from 1712 onward. In seekingrip@s of the
Schremling family, one needs to give priority to the earliest spellings in America of
SCHREMMLE in 1709; and that of the man himself, SCHREMLEY.

A clue as to the origins of Hendrick Schierg is found in the recollections of Mrs. Catharine

Ehle (born Catharine Van Alstine 29 Sept. 1792 to Martin G. Van Alstine and Annah Margaret
Schrembling) who provided family information to her nephew Henry M. Failing in a letter
signed 6 January 1855 from Hebron, McHenry County, lllinois (DNR, B&F, vol. 7, 1926

7). Mr s . Ehl e stated that her great grandfather
Switzerlandsomewhere in the neighborhood of the years 47@0olt. is often the case that
anyone recalling events of long in the past is likely tovigi® place information correct as to
country, but with the largest city being cited as well (as the present author hathiseen

A p h e n o nfer nthoseia the Midwestern USAwh o r ecal | AToront oo f
Ontario when the actual place is Anderdawnship closer to Detroit than Toronto)Mrs. Ehle

was very good at identifying who in her family was of Gernfidgllandd or French descent so
Switzerland is likely correct. The phonetic equivalent of thesurnamethat was gelled
Schrenmle or Schrermdy in 1709 to 1741is Schraemlii a surname found, it would seem,
exclusively in Switzerland (based on extensive Internet searches by the author).

Given these facts, the author examined the avaitailiee Church registerat Ancestry.com and
familysearch.orgfor Switzerland which included the surname SCHRAEMbF phonetic
equivalents) While there were two areas in Zurich Canton which included families with the
surname Schraemli, no individuals with this surname were &®ethis time periodin the
records of Berne Cantanwhich may simply mean that there have been no transcriptions of the
parishes where Schraemli families were situated.

In exploring the available Swiss records, we find that there at¢REEMLI families in two
adjacent areas of Zurich Canto®@nly one potentially viable candidate has surfaced:

Hans Heinrich Schraemiswitzerland, Baptisms

Name: Hans Heinrich Schraemli
Gender: Male
Chrigening Date:24 Oct 1676


https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FV6Z-B5H

Christening PlactcEVANGELISCH, GACHNANG, THURGAU, SWITZERLANL

Father's Name: Hans Ulrich Schraemli

Mother's Name: Anna Huber

Indexing Project (Batch) Numbe€985341 , System Origin: SwitzerlanBASy , GS Film
number:996906

So while Hendek was likely of Swiss originit is not yet possible to state with certainty his

village of origin. If he was of Swiss igin, it is likely that he settled in Germany just before

At he great miagdicddtherdSwiss famifies Wwho ée in that migration to North
America.

In Germany howeveltlank Jonegound an adult candidate in one Henri8®®REMBLING, a
widower (occupation Gerichtsverw from Alsheim on the old Rhine) who married Veronica the
widow of Henrich Hauser on 20 November 1684 at Hamm. HJ believes that this is a candidate
who deserves further exploration.

It may be noteworthy that @ose associate to Hendrick Schremling in the Mohawk Valley was
Hendrick Frey,with whom hehad business dealingsatihg to the earliest daySc hr e ml i n g 0 s
tavern was directl y oppo sMohawk VRAlleyehistoren MiapwReal at P
stats thatil n a hi story of Mont go melheearlesi settldamegntiwe f i r
this town, and probably the first west of Schenectady on the north side of the Mohawk, was
made by Heinrich Frey, a native durich, Switzerlangd who, in 1688, |& that city for

Ameri cao. Apparently Governor Dongan gave h
Schoharie creekfbut the Mohawk Valley having more attractions for him, he soon moved
thithero (W. Max Rei d, AThe Nardaa, Wkw Ydri, 11908y O , K
p.377). While this is common Valley wisdom, the questioni isvhere is the evidencePhe

timing seems off, since Frey appears to be simply one of the Palatine grondrickidhada

long stay at Canajohariea Palatine Bridge, ahwasa very prominent figure in Valley politics.

If he truly had arrived in 1688, say 25 years old, he would have been 50 in 1713 when the
Palatine settlements along the Schoharie were getting started. In the Simmindinger Register o
1716/17, at NeilHeesdorf (whereDewalt Jung was settled at that time), thes&s an Anna

Barbara Freyin (widow) and 2 childrein the Kocherthal Baptismal Registers for Schoharie we

find a Henrich Frey and his wife were sponsors on 21 and 22 January 1716, and Cathgarina Fre

at a baptism in Schoharie 6 June 1717. In addition there are many candidates for the emigrant
Hendrick Frey to be found in the familysearch.org baptismalrdsctor Switzerland, and all

werefrom Zurich Canton (as was the Hans Heini@thraemli notedbove).

Emigration to America:

Determining the identity of Hendrick will requifending some data on his probable age. In
examining the AHunter Listso for rations give
after their anval in the USA (New Yrk), HenryZ. Jonef i The Pal atine Famil i


https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FV6Z-B5C
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FV6Z-B5Z
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&query=+batch_number:C98534-1
https://familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&query=%2Bfilm_number%3A996906

T 1709, Picton Press, 2001, p.926)his entry for HENRICH SCHREMLE shows the following
general census informatibnr om t he fAHunter Listso for ration

1) 30 June 1710 1 person over 10 (years afie) and 2 persons under 10 (years of age).
2) 4 Oct. 171G 2 over 10 and 2 under 10.

3) 31 Dec. 1710 3 over 10 and 1 under 10.

4) 25 Mar. 1711 2 over 10 and 1 under 10.

5) 13 Sept. 1712 1 over 10 and 1 under 10.

If the originalrecords are accurate, thelendrick may have beem widowerin both 1710and
1712, although this seems unlikely The i nf ormati on in these rec
cannot be entirely trusted for accuracy.

In 1712 & the West Camp Lutherabhurch Aug. 3d: Johann Henrich, born July 20th, child of
Jacob and Anna Maria KOBEL; sponsor: Johann Henrich SCHRAEMMLE. Perhaps Anna
Maria was aelative ofHenricheri but this is just speculation.

The earliest record of the marriage of one of Hehkdidcs chil dren i s Annn
Schremmeling who married Joh: Thomisz (John Thomas) 11 November 1731 (Kjrmg3ton

Reformed ChurchRegisters The sponsor was Hendrik Schremmeling. Hence Anna was
probably born about 1710. Depending on whether Annaavasc hi | d of Hendr i c
possible second marriage, it is reasonabléentatively date his birtlsince he is recording as

having two children undetO years of age in 1710, at 1675 to 1688though this idittle more

than a ballpark figure (urds one wishes to accept the 1676 Gachnang, Canton Zurich, Swiss
born man as ))Aour 0 Hendrick

Wife and Children of Hendrick:

Mr s . Ehle said that her grandfather Schrembl:

Landgraveo. T h e ith thenmameorécorded ia thenSinfmendinger Registav
1716/17 as Maria Elisabethlong with the fact that they then had Hditen and were residing at
Neu Heidelberg (near the site of today St . Paul 6s LutheranneChur cl
emigrants wa Georg Landgrafivho resided with wife Elisabeth Caitine and one child also at
Neu Heidelberg. Mr s . Ehl ebs account appears to be <cor

records suggest that she forgot a couple of the childvénether Maria Elisabethwas mother
to the eldest children or only those born from circa 1714 or so is unknown.

As to the children of Hendrickchremley/Schremblingrarious records including those of Mrs.
Ehle suggest the followinigst in an approximate chronological sequence



1) Anna (Annatjen)who married John Thomas 11 November 1731 at the Kingston Reformed
Dutch Church.

2) Catharina who married Johannes Van Alstvhe wasborn 11 May 1711.
3) Hendrick who married Cornelia Van Alstingdno wasborn 20 September 1720

4) Catharina Elisabetha who married Johann Adam Yduogg)who wasborn 17 May 1717 at
Neu Heesberg, Schoharie.

5) George who married Catharina Young (sister of the above Adam).

6) Daughter who married a Mr. BowmdNlrs. Ehle) Possibly the Elisabetha whoarried

Jacob Bowman (Baumann) born 1707 Bacharach, Hessena@®grson of Adam Baumann of

Neu Quunsberg, Schoharie in 1716/1M he entry i n Heacdount iofkhe Schr e
Sanders Brothers Account Book (NYSL, Albany) on 11 July 1735 for the same amount of rum

and molasses to C V Van Alstyn andfflacob Bouman Jur. upports the supposition that Mr.

Bowman is Jacob Bowman.

7) Daughter who married 8r. Crame (Mrs. Ehle) Marilyn J. Cramer has done a
comprehensive study on this family and has made a persuasive case for the Mr. Cramer here
being Peter Cramer, son of John. Unfortunately there is no data as to the name of the wife of
Peter, nor his birtldatein the 9 page manuscript. Peter and family came to Eastern Ontario after

the Revolutionary war.However the entries fofiMr. Hendrick Schrehyno in the Sanders

Brothers Account Books (NYSL, Albany)cludes the name dfis son Jurie (George) and sons

inl aw who obtained goods on Hendri ckos accou
Coppernol ). Therefore the entry of 8 July 1°
law. Th e na me o faudhterrhere appeardis be Margaretha, sinceJanm@ary 1756

at the Lutheran Church of Stone Arabia, Jacob Baumann and Margaretha Kremerin were
sponsors to a child of Abraham Worthman and Anna Cath. [Bowman].

Land Owned by Hendrick Schremling

In 1724 Hendrick purchased Lot #21 in tBe®ne Arabia Pate, granted to 27 partners on 19

October 1723from Jacob Schnell and Andrew PfeiffeAn early map and list of the holdings

of the patentees of the' Allottment include Jacob Schnell owning Lots 4 and 17, and Adries
Peiperowning Lots 21 and 37 (fopilank.com site). Apparently each patentee was to have a total

of 470 acres of | and. The precise | ocation of
seen in the map below)H e n d r patert &as issued feptemberl 734 John J.Vrooman,

A F o r d FBresides of the Mohawk Coupd |, pAc4c8o)r.di ng t o Mr s. Ehl e,
desired a farm with water privi(haegenyyashsig sol d
3 miles north and % mile east of Palatidedge) and moved to the Canajoharie Creek area.

Other documents show that Hendrick sold this 450 aair&one Arabi@ao William Brouwer on




10 December 1739 (Vrooman, p.48\s we shall see later, this was not the only farm in the
Stone Arabia Tract omed by Hendrickwhose descendants inherited Lot 34 (100 acres) in that
Patent The map below shows all three Allottmengd the first owners, from the
Aindi spensi bl ehere Three Rivers site
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The ABrouwer Farmo which had belonged to Hend
Andreas Piper.

It is unclear as to where Hendrick was residingin 17310t her t hanwhehon@8anaj o
October of t hat year , fCoh&rembimmamaeh Heldrick dchierkliag Co
appearecb ef ore this Boardo to complain of t he de
Mohawks, largely stealing hogs and cattle. Specifically, Hendrick claimed to have lost hogs of 2

and 3 years old, 9 pigs, and 1 qéMfinutes of the Commissioners of Indian Affairs, Albany, Vol.

1, p.349, LAC, C1220).

The land at Canajoharie Creek He ndr i ¢c k 6 s was purolaased from Cadyadladér y
Coldenand James Alexandeand was part of the Patent issued on 20 June t/28wis

Morris, Abraham Van Horne, Cadwallader Colden, James Alexander and Margaret.\éader
extent of this property is seen when it was

N
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http://www.threerivershms.com/sapatentnamed.htm

14 November 1783 to John Robfthe land being in his possessiop b ii nher it ance
s i mpilineother wordst had been ownebly his father as was stated in the recollections of

Mrs. Ehle. The property was along Canajoharie Creek near the Mohawk River and included
Lots 5 and 6 containing 325 acres and 334 a@gsectivelyi as seen in the map belaated

1815 copied from the original 1723 document
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What follows is an overlay of the boundary lines of the Lewis Morris et al. Patent (included
above), and turned to face north, on present day topography. $temvoed by the Schremling

family are found within the boundaries of the River or north end of the lands issued to James
Alexander and Cadwallader Colden at Canajoharie Creek. It is unfortunate that an atlas such as
those available for Ontario, Canada shmyvspecific lots and concessions for each Township
circa 1879 (Page and Company Atlases) do not appear to be available for Montgomery County
New York. It will be necessary to rotate the patent map so it makes sense relative to the north
south axisthenuse a Google Map and overlap the boundary lines.
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Also Hendrick owned part of the Patent issue®Mdlip Livingston, Rudolph Keller and others

dated 10 February 1762 (natédendrick was then alive) including the north half of Lot 48 in the

1% Tract (100 acres); the northeast quarter or one fourth of Lot 56 (50 acres); the south half of
Lot 25 in the 2 Tract (200 acres); the northerly half of Lot 34 (200 acieshe whole
containing 550 acre®©ther land was owned by Hendrigkas part ofthe Patehon the South

side of the Mohawk River granted teter Dubois, Adam Young, Frederick Young and
Companyi compr ehendi ng s ever alThis ihcudeditee mathwast one s o f
quarter part of Lot 54 in the'Iract; part of Lots 53 and 35 (3@res); one half of Lot 58 in the

2" Tract (100 acres) total of 150 acres.

At this time Canajoharie Creek was also know
detailed descriptiorisurvey detailspf the property of Hendrick is found in the Bry County
Deed Book 1, 1772788 (pp.165L67) recorded 14 November 1783.

As to additionallands in theStone Arabia Trac{Patent issued to Johannes Lawyer, Ludowick
Casselman and others dated 19 October 1723 not disposed of at this time, on 17 E&Biuary
(Ibid., pp.3056) Catharina Schremling (widow of the late George Schremling deceased) and
Hendrick Schremling fel dest son and heir at
Elisabeth [Schremling] his wife sold lands to Melgert Batter. This vea84. (100 acres).

In addition toland, as Mrs. Ehle had said, Hendr{&t.) wasmore specificallyjooking for land

with AwadgegoTphrusviHe obtai ned t he anilibulteaarilld | anc
Ainear the s9niet hofd aAm kienl ICalasaj bhawneas Ww8c¢crcamiwl
(more on this later).

Legal Woes in Land Dealings

Many of the early records pertain to Schreml:i
|l and. I n a | etter Socfhrlelml Jlewloy sl gn%e di Hhe N dedrtiekr t
Colden the Lt. Governor of New York and James Alexander the Attorney General of New York
asking whether they were prepared to stand by their agreement to sell him some of the land
purchased by Col Groksck from the Indians (New York Historical Society). The letter is

written in very clear handwriting and in excellent English. In the published Colden Papers of
17121729, 173601742 and Appendix (New York State Historical Society), or the Papers of
JamesAlexander (Box 19A, Canajoharie, N.Y., NYHS, Ms) we can pick up the thread of the

above letter. On 11 September 1729 Colden sent a missive to Alexander about the letter from
ASchrim ey the palatined, who seemiBdaytioon annoy
Six hundred pounds in Cash before me for so much of my Lott as | had offered to Sell | would

then Consider whether | would take it up, & till then | would give my Self no further trouble of
treating with hiemColdén. proged/do,l . i Llet tp.n2g9 5me i nt o |
agree for with Schrimley & the half of what remains of your Lott not sold t@.hi®n 21

November 1729 Colden again communicated with his partner Alexander informing the latter that



he had sol d, A peadvialiawke €ountmy whichalyesiwithinnonetEhglish mile of
the River for 504 (pounds)o and sets out the
give their Bonds & mortgage the land for a further Security. Their names are Marten Van Alste

& Hendrick Scirmer |l yo. Apparentl vy, however, t her
made on them for the Divisiono of the | ands
confusion (pp. 31-B ) . Al exander wrote Col den Soimey2 4 Apr
bond come to my handso (Vol. 2, p . 62) . Fur
Al exander wher e, il take the Opportunity of s

seventy seven pounds paya. the first of May méxol. 7, p. 332). This bond and the fuss over
the land involving Colden, Alexander, Schremling and Van Alstyne would ladiupit them for
years to come.

Letters by Henry Holland the Sheriff of Albany County to James Alexander (NYSL, Albany:
Misc. Mss. Alb. Co. 174@4) showthat the business transactions of Martin Van Alstyn and
Hendrick Schremling were still at times causing some legal frigtiovhere on 19 December

1741 Holland wrote that the business partners were willing to come to Albany to settle the matter

of the arears of the rent with the Widow of Conraet TenEyck, but were able to convince Holland

that they would be able to take care of the issue that winter. About the same time Holland wrote
about the case of Abraham Van Horn against Hendrick Schrimling anchWami Alstyn which
involved a dbail bondo, wondering who was to
able to payo. Apparently despite i Saremgingl egal
partnership was highly successful. Sometime Jaierl0 December 1741 a legal document, a

bond, was drawn up about this matter pertaining to the Widow Van Horn, a document which
Hendrick Frey signed clearly, Marten Van Alstyn signed in a very shaky hand, and one in which
Hendrick Schremling (all were dZanajoharie) made his mark (NYSL, Albany: Misc. Mss A,
Albany Co. NY, folder 174@4). As the author has seen in other matters, as individuals reach
their figolden yearso and have not written for
than sign. The actual bond was included, with the official (County?) seal and mention of George
the Second who ficommandedo that Hendrick and
New York to answer the complaint in the Van Horn matter.

Despite all of theabve fAdramao the partnership must have
Al styn family, John J. Vrooman stated that Ma
1749 built this house and a mill in partnership with Hendrick Schrembling, who haddagi

year previous.

Documentary Evidence Relating toSchremlings (Town of Canajoharie), Schremlings Kill
(Creek) and Business Enterprises

To get the clearest possible sense of the circumstances and topography of the lands chosen by
Hendrick atCanajohae, an excellent source is the Frey Papers, which provide data based on the
collection of papers and records of the Frey family from 1@0&ard (fiFrey Paperg 1706

9


http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/msscfa/pr/sc9829.pdf

1912by Samuel Ludlow Frey excerpts from Vol. 3NYSL, SC9829%. What follows in italics

are quotes from this manusctipthich are combined with other historical sourdeshould be

noted that Samuel Ludlow Frey was born in 1833, and died in 1924. Hemee he speaks of
buildings and features he is speaking of the Town of Canajoharie about the date of the map of the
Town included below 1905.

Mr. Frey says,WhenHendrick Scrembling and Marte Janse Van Alstine bought the tract of
wild land, they had no idea that they wéoeinding a villageon this remote frontier; they came
because the Creek offered wapmwer for a mill and theirhouse could be used as a trading
post and perhaps as ainn, to accommodate the few scattered travelers that came up the
Mohawk.

It certainly was remote, and as much of a wilderness as it had ever been, in the 40 miles west of
Schenectady, there were a few white settlers at the Lower Mohawk Castle at Fort Hunter; there
was the tradingpost of Jelles Fonda at Cauhnewaga, and thenvi@lve miles nothing but
wilderness, except that there were a few adventurous pioneers on the Van Slyke Patent; there
was also Hendrick Freys place opposite, across the river. As to the tract as a whole, it was too
rough and rugged to offer any inducemseto Farmers; surrounded by rocky cliffs; the surface
rocks lying bare and without soil; the steep hills covered with a multitude of boulders; and forest
and brush to be cleared away everywhere, from the whole tract. Before this could have been
done, theFlats must have been the only available land, and it must have taken many years of
hard labor to do it. It is not probable that the road that crosses the Creek, and passes the
Reformed Church to the north, and St. Johns to the South, was opened untiearargfter the

old house was built; all the settlers built on the flat lowlands, below the cliff, and as late as 1813
there were only 20 houses in the village.

The stone house built upon the property was in later years known as Fort Rengsalaer
supposdly built in 1750. Today the building is the headquarters of the Fort Rensselaer Club of
Canajoharie.

The Frey Papers add thdtet us try to realize what "the Village of Canajohariethat the

author of the above speaks about, was at this time. M&sehe house on the west side of the
Scrembling Kill, built by John[Hendrick?] Scrembling and bought two years before, by John
Roof, of George Scrembling, with the farm of 325 acres; here Roof lived with his wife and
several children; his servants and kkmen; it was already becoming knowas "Roofs Tavern”,

it was the nucleous of what was soon to be known as "Roofs Village", the embryo of the present
village of CanajoharieContinuing:"Roofs Tavern", stood for many years but at last it was torn
down tomake place for a larger structure, which in its turn was a noted Stage House under
Morgan L. Harris, who had married a Roof and this in recent times gave place to the Wagner
House.

Furthermore We will try to imagine the topography of what is known as'Haest Hill* at that

time, wherHendrick Scrembling and Marte Janse Van Alstine bought it. The tract was part of
the Morris Patent, and belonged to Cadwaleder Colden, one of the Patentees; it began at the
Creek, above "The Great Falls", and was boundedhenEast by a straight line that ran to the
river; which bounded it on the North, and the Creek was the West boundary. On each side of the

10



Creek there were steep sandy hills, and high walls of rock; opposite the old house, and across
the space made by tlopening of the street up the hill the cliff was continuous, behind the Willet
Cook house, and the stone house built by Thomas B. Mitchell the cliff turns to the East, and
marks the course of the river; it still can be seen along the West Shore Rail Rbadéar of

the Reformed Church, and far beyond. On the West side of the Creek the cliff is seen along the
street that leads to the Sack Factory; this has been formed by the cutting down of the rock by the
creek; west of the Wagner House the cliff wasenaylthe action of the river, and can be seen

all the way to the Allen place. Of course there was a talus at the foot of the cliffs, caused by the
fall of rock and earth from above, and the lowlands, or Flats came up to this point, but there was
no way ofreaching the high ground above, on either side, but by climbing the rocks.

So, if we consider these topographical features we will understandHehgrick Scrembling

built the house where he did, on the bank of the creek. 1st, because it was near arsir,
because it gave him access to his flats, and the river by a road of east grade on the bank of
creek. We know, from Col Freys old Ledger, that the family were engadedaming and it

was by this road that the flour was taken from the milléddaded on the flat boats, and the
hardware, rum, Indian goods, and all other things brought up the river could hgtirto the

house.

Hence the partners were also engaged in filwvarding of freight up and down tHdohawk

River by bateauxno doubt finding this a profitable adjunct to the milling business, being able to
transport their own merchandise in their own boats. Schrembling soon sold his interest to Van

Al styne and it is the | atter naaorgandHiresiddsofhas ¢
the Mohawk Countryo, Schenectady, New Yor k, ‘
seems that it is the Schremlings whose name was associated with this property until after the
Revolutionary War, and it is the Schremlings whermaped the bateau business. On 22 May

1756 (during the AFrench and Indian Waro), th
in their stop at franeCanmada CizekrtooOsvego fi vihee i ma d & i @b d L
hours Stay here then went ovettihe Carrying Place to Williams Fort where we lodged here we

were told That one Scramling a high Dutcher Capt of the Batto Men was tried by a Court
Mar shall & Recd 50 I ashes for Di sobeying orc
Scramling here isather Hendrick or Hendrick Junior or his brother Gedrdmit the name is
Schremling not Van Alstyn.

Returning to the Frey PapeWsfter Scremblingsold his interest in the properfpn the east side
of the Creek] to his partner, Martin Janse Van Alstine, the same business was carriadtbe
Van Alstines, milling, Tavern keeping, and the keeping of a Trading post.

It is not hard then to understand the reasons why the old house stands where it does. A small
addition was made to it on the North end, but as the family increased i sa®e to be too

small; and this leads to the consideration of the reasons for the building of "the House of Gose
Van Alstine" where it wagNote, Goshen Van Alstin@ppears to have beendescendant of
Hendrick Schremling
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The Creek and the River havimgprn their way through the rocks, and left a steep cliff all
around, the uplands of the farm were virtually inaccessible for cultivation, or improvement; they
were probably fifty or a hundred feet higher than the lowlands, and of course, at that day there
were no roads. But there are indications that there was a road at an early day, at this point,
leading down through a low place or break in the cliff to the lowlands below; it came up
diagonally, and crossing the north end of the John C. Smith place @aimeear "the Hose of

Gose Van Alstine"; it was, no doubt a steep and rough road, but it gave access to the uplands of
the farm. This may have been one reason for locating the house at this point. Another reason
probably was, that from here there was arobstructed view of the valley, and the river for
miles, and of the county on the North side of the river. No enemy could approach it, without
being seen, and it was on account of its location, no doubt, that it was afterwards enclosed, and
called Fort VanAlstine.

A map of the Town of Canajoharie in 1905, and many of the feature and locations noted here can

be foundlater in the present studyHere, br exampleSc hr eml i ngdés Dam was wh
crosses the Creek; and the Schremling home built i@ AR in the possession of Goshen Van

Al stine (Schremlingds grandson) i's just to ¢t
Fort Rennsalaeer.

Also, The street that now passes the old house by the Creek, occupies virtually the same place
that theroad did by which the ol&cremblings and Van Alstines reached the flats and the river,

for there was no Rail Road or Canal intervening; and most of the streets of the village have been
laid out, especially on the East Hill, since the West Shore Railmaadbuilt.

The likely site of the Schrembling home on the east side of Canajoharie Creek can be seen in the
following map dated to 1757 and found on the Three Rivers wéimigewhere we observe dh

there are three structuresest of the Creek, two near the Creek (perhaps associated with the
mill), and one in the gore of the junction of the River Road on the south side of the Mohawk
River and the road to Cherry Valley. The latter is likely wheredtiek had his home and inn.

In discussing the transfer of the property of Schremling ore#ts¢ sideof the Creek to Van

Alstyn relatives (Goose Van Alstyn), the Frey Papers give us further insight into the topography
of the time. Specificallyno one has ever seen the bottom of the creek above the dam, since it
was first built byHendrick Scrembling This dam has been the cause of much trouble, of various
kinds, since it was first built; in 1775, Gose Van Alstine, who then owneudiltheelowthe dam

to get more power, either built a new dam or raised the old one, and the water flooded Col.
Freys water wheel and stopped his mills. This, of course, as the old MS account says, "gave rise
to great variance, strife, debate, controversy, and sbi#tween the two mill owners. A
Commission was appointed, by the Court of Common Pleas for the County of Tryon, to find out
the facts, and appraise the damages.

The five men appointed for this purpose were John Butler; Jelles Fonda; Robert Adams; Joseph
Chew; and Robert Martin. They made their report Feb. 21st, 1775, and all signed it, except the
last. Christopher P. Yates, and Bryan Lafferty, signing, as witnesses. They decided, "First, that
the new mill dam, lately erected by Gose Van AlstineSaemblns Kill is a nuisance, and
damage to the said Henry Frey, and we do therefore order the said dam to be removed, so that it
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be no higher than the old dam. Second: We do order, award, and determine, that the said Gose,
pay to the said Henry, in 30 days frahe date hereof, the costs of the said suit, commenced by
the said Henry Against the said Gose."

FurthermoreBy using the facts we have, and the probabilities, we can, with a little imagination,
see the creek as it was when tBeremblingsfirst came. Tk stream was much larger, and
uniform in its flow; at the pot hole it poured over the ledge of rocks; this was the first fall; there
was another, before the 3rd, or Great Fall, spoken of in the old deeds, was reached. Then it ran
rapidly, between the clgf and over a bed of boulders, until the point was reached, about where
the aqueduct is, here it began to take a westerly course, and crossed the place where St. Marks
Church stands and entered the river near the dam built for the Barge canal. The cdesk ha

time built up a Delta, which extends from the Wagner House to the river, gravel, and sand and
stones, 50 ft or more in depth; it is where the village stantti& business part of it. After a time

trees covered it, and willows, and alders grew altmgbanks, and the deposit increased, until it
finally deflected the course of the river, so that the channel was turned to the north side, when
after a mile or more, it changed again to the south side, deep, and still, near "Brom Van Alstine's
house", allold fishermen know the place. This meander of the river built up the wide flats on the
North side, west of the old Spraker house. These bends in the River can be followed through the
whole Mohawk Valley, and always when the channel is near the bank sidenthe wide flats

are on the opposite side.

Thus we see the creek as it was in its wild state, early in the 18th century; the banks lined with
willows, and the stream shaded by trees which dammed the water when the great freshets, came
down, bringingsand, and gravel, and stones, building up the Flats on which the village stands;
usually it had an unimpeded flow, as there were no dams, or bridges, rail roads or canals; and
the only way to cross was by a ford.

Apparently there was a well travelledgmnroada nd carrying pl otsegd r om 0

Lake, as recorded in a diary entry of 13 May
Great River so, Ed. Francis Ha9)sey, iScraimhiens
noted asabkyngpfiasite to ColThiscérbgseendinthe abbve Pal a
map of the Lewis Morris PatetAkppar ent |l y, fiThe modern house er
edifice bought of Henry Schremling by John Roof, (and kept as a tavern pgridrhis son after

hi m), which was <called the AStage Houseo, an
eéééeé A (All'lustrated Hi st ory of Mont gomery

Canaj ol8@mp.956; 101). It seems that Hendrick was quite theesssful entrepreneur.

By the way, this source says that George Washingtbo visited the area after the Revolution,
stayed at Schremlings, at t hat ti me Roof 6s
Schremling).

The Frey Papers add thdthere werean the days of early batteauing on the Mohawk, a great
many places that were calletlanding$ where all kinds of freight was loaded, and unloaded,;
flour, wheat, butter and cheese, ginseng, and potash, going to market in Schenectady and all
kinds of tradewares and hardware coming back. In this vicinity there were the Vanalstine
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Landings, the Hees Landing, the Frey Landing, and opposite to this wRadiESchremling]
Landing Major Frey's ferry crossed at this point, about on a line between the plbee and
the old Frey housell the settlers, anfarmers from Stone Arabia and the back part of Palatine
came this way to ship their goods or to have their grain ground at the mill on the Creek

The above John Roof had lost his lands, including ataae Oriskany in 1777 and movedsga
landing at Canajohari@pparently seeing an opportunibere In the Frey Papers we learn that,
Roof, moved into the little stone house built by one of the Scremblings, which stood
approximately where the Wagonldouse now stands. Here he resumed his old business as an
Inn keeper, and Roofs Tavern, after a few years, became the best known Hostlery in the valley.

This Roof farm as it was soon called, was bounded on the north by the river, on the east by the
Creek,on the south by Col. Freys land, and on the west by a deep ditch that was dug when the
Canal was made; from that point the line fence ran straight up the hill through the woods.

It also appearsth®8# o0 of 6s opportunity to whealdemaer itchkd spro
George Schremling left for Fort Hunter (likely being chased away for his known Loyalist
tendencies), about 1777, at which point John Roof (the later purchaser of the entire Schremling
property at Canajoharie) was noted as holding the iBchtemlings, and in 1779 welcoming

General Clinton whose mission it was to destroy the Indian villages in the area, and whose troops
built a road from Springfield to the head of Otsego Lake. While at Fort Hunter, on the Mohawk

Flats living in a home appamntly owned by the Mohawk Hill family, George Schremling, Mrs.

Ehl ebs grandfather, was mistaken for the enem
scalped by the Indians (a story found in a number of places, including the rather amazing Mrs.
Ehle). This story is expanded in an article focusing on Catharina Kayahkori (Bliint) Young

whichisf ound on the présent authorodés website

Entriesseen in the Sanders Brothers Account Books (NYSL, Albbaegyeen 4 July 1731 and

the settling of his estate 15 Juhg68indicate thatHendrick was a good customer, and that his

son and sons in law often used his account. Doubtless Hendrick had accounts with other
merchants, buthis one gives considerable genealogical data not found elsewhanel an
indication asa what he was purchasing.

Summary: Here follows someccountsfrom local histories that offer some information that
helps to summarize the most salient points:

1)The Astandardo Mohawk Valley historitcal sour

From a CanajohariePalatine Bridge Chamber of Commerce brochure "WELCOME to the
Canjo - Palatine Bridge Area":...In 1730, Marte Janse Van Alstyne and Hendrick Schrembling,
Holland Dutchmen, from along the Hudson River, came to view lands they had purchased here.
Schrembling built a lognd stone house that Van Alstyne rebuilt in 1750".
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From "The Old Mohawk Turnpike" by Nelson Greene'About 1730, Hendrick Schrembling,

a Palatine German, and Marte Janse Van Alstyne bought of Cadwallader Colden 775 acres at
Canajoharie. Schremblinggettled on the east side of the creek, while his brothers, George and
John located on the west bank. In 1750 Schrembling sold the east side property to his partner,
Van Alstyne, who then came to live here. Schrembling moved to the west bank farm, where he
kept a tavern, store and mill. The Schremblings left Canajoharie and the Valley at the close of
the Revolution. In 1778 Johannes Roof came to Canajoharie and bought out Schrembling and
conducted the inn..."

From "The Mohawk Valley" by W. Max Reid.."The first name we find applied to the present
village of Canajoharie is Scramling, from a tavern kept by Henry Scramling, situated on the river
opposite the Freys, as an early chronicler records it. Smith and Wells make the following entry in
a journal: "13thMay, 1769- At Scramlin's we turned off from the river, pursuing a S.W. course
for Cherry Valley."- "The carriers tell us that they were paid 30 shillings a load for carrying
from Scramlins to Otsego lake."

From "History of the Mohawk Valley" Edited by Mlson GreeneAbout 1730, Hendrick
Schrembling, a Palatine German, and Marte Janse Van Alstyne bought of Cadwallader Colden,
775 acres on both sides of Canajoharie Creek at the present village of that name. Shortly after
Schrembling settled on the eadlesiof the creek, while his brothers, George and Jattally

his son and grandsqripcated on the west bank of the stream, and the Schremblings thus became
the founders of Canajoharie village, Van Alstyne's arrival there about 1750 is noted later. The
settlement of Canajoharie, however, is disputed and some accounts of the Van Alstyne family
say that they settled there in 1723.

From "Forts & Firesides of the Mohawk Country" by John J. Vrooman'Martin Van Alstyne

went to Canajoharie and there in 1749ththis house and a mill in partnership with Hendrick
Schrembling who had arrived a year previous. The partners were also engaged in the forwarding
of freight up and down the river by batteaux, no doubt finding this a profitable adjunct to the
milling bugness, being able to transport their own merchandise in their own boats. Schrembling
soon sold his interest to Van Alstyne and it is the latter name which has clung to the old stone
house. The mill was located about two hundred yards south of the howss. dtbuilding with
massive timbers completed about 1760 and stood until 1814 when it burned under rather unusual
circumstances..."

2)An article, wel/ sourced, that is entitled
Rivers sitehere

"From Tryon county Record, A."

"6th June, 1772, Deed from Philip Kock or Knock to Col. Hendrick Frey, Esq, of the land on the
Canajoharie Creek."

This land was a part of a Patent, granted 20th June31Bg George the 3rd, to Lewis Morris;

Abram Van Horn; John Collins; Margaret Vedder; James Alexander; and Codwalender Colden;
and begins at the Southern most corner of a tract formerly conveyed by the said Cadr Colden, to
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Marte Van Alstine, and Hendrickc@mlie. It contained 775 acres, with appurtenances, except
mines, minerals and ores. Frey paid 400 pounds current money of New York for this land. It is
what has been known of late years as the Null place, all the Cemeteries are located on the tract,
alsothe Walter farm, and other farms as far south as Marshville.

From the same "Record".

"Page 40, 2d March, 1773. George Scramling of Canajoharie mortgaged to Christopher Yates of
Schenectady, for 344 pounds, two tracts of land lying on the south side Bfohawk River,
part of a Patent to Lewis Morris dated 1723.

Page 41, One tract on the Canajoharie, or Scramblings Creek, or Kill, begins on the kill above
the third of great Fall.

On this land all of the village of the Creek stands.
From the same "Recd."

"Page 225, Deed, 2d May 1778, from George Scrembling, to John Roof of 325 acres; this is all
the land on the West side of the creek, on which the village stands.

| learned from a letter from one of the descendants of the Scremblings, that ititeas lguge
family that lived at Canajoharie at that early day; she mentions two Henry, two Johns, a Peter, a
Jacob; but she is very uncertain as to the genealogy, and it is useless to try to unravel it. All we
can say is that it was a large family, ana@tiGeorge was probably the most prominent one.

Col. Freys deed says, that the tract east of the creek, was "formerly conveyed to Hendrick, and
Marte Van Alstine", this is indefinite; but as we know from a Family Record that on the 7th of
Dec. 1737, Hendck Scrembling and his wife were sponsors at the baptism of a child, and that
on the 27th of April 1740, John Scrembling and his wife were Sponsors for another, we may
assume with some certainty, that the Scremblings came about 1730, Hendrick, the pgartner o
Marte Van Alstine settling on the property "formerly conveyed" to them, and John going to the
West side of the creek, and building his little house about where the Wagner House stands.
Hendrick then built the main part of the stone house, and theritle"with one run of stone”

on the East side.

This continued for an uncertain number of years; the family increased in size; there were sons
and daughters; children and grandchildren; one daughter married John Winns, a prominent
man, Member of assembl$heriff, Member of the Convention that retified the Constitution;
another daughter married Captain Martin Van Alstine.

It seems probable that about 1750 Hendrick Scrembling disposed of his share of the farm, to his
partner Martin Janse Van Alstine, whioeen came to Canajoharie and occupied the house that
Scrambling had built, and the little mill on the creek. Some of the story is told by John Van
Alstine in his Reminiscences.
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Through all of the following years till the close of the Revolution, the Strgrfamily were

much in evidence; in Col. Frey's ledger, John Scrembling is credited with "cutting timber for
barn", and "for one trip batoing?" In March 1772, George Scrembling had three suits before
John Frey Justice, as appears in the old docket; ib. B¥73 Hendrick M. Scrembling sued
Capt. Gose Van Alstine, for 2 pounds, I, 3. In Dec. 1773 Henrick M. Scrembling has a number
of suits. There were a number of the family in the Army, serving in different capacities.

But that they were gradually closimmgit their interests here is evident, as we see by these suits to
collect debts, and the sale of the farm to John Roof, and their mortgaging of other tracts, to raise
money; it shows that for some years, they had been getting ready to leave this "Early
Camgjoharie Village."

But it is probable that it was not till the close of the Revolution that the removal took place; then
they went to the Susquehanna and bought 1,000 acres of land, part of the sequestered estate of
Sir Wm. Johnson ; here they lived foamy years, but the family divided, after a time a part went

to the Genesee country, a part to Canada, and others to Michigan; in the latter state their
descendants still live, some of whom are still interested in the "Early Canajoharie: in which their
ancestors were born.

Map Evidence of the Residence of Hendrick SchremlingThe goal here is to present the
relevant information from all of the available maps of the Mohawk Valley in chronological
sequence from the time that Hendrgettled in what is today the Town of Canajoharie, until the

date that Mr. Frey wrote is detailed descriptions above. This will allow the reader to determine
wher e, precisely, Hendrickds home and tavern,
the lack of any proximal churches at the time, that both Hendrick and his wife and perhaps other
descendants were buried close to the home in the early days before more formal cemeteries were
organized.

1757map showing Canajoharie aredth three structures on tiveest side of Canajoharie Creek

i two along the Creek, and ooa the high groundh the junction of the Mohawk River South
Aturnpi ked and the road | eadi migerethe do€limentanyy V al
evidence suggests the home and tavern were located, likely after Hendrick had moved post 1750
from the stone building he constructed on the east side of the Creek which became the Van
Alstein home and later the Resetae Club.
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1763 The major featuressaseen in the map aboaee still present herbut few of the buildings
around what is today the Town of Canajoharie are shown by this cartogiragieemap below
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1776 Wintersmith Map.
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