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     Homesite of 1709 Palatine Emigrant Hendrick Conrad WALRATH 

For a brief time, Henry Walrath was settled with his father Gerhardt Walrath at the Livingstone 

West Camp settlement, then Hartmansdorf (New ï Quuensberg) Schoharie.  However, although 

other lands were likely purchased by Henry, what might be considered the ñfamily farmò was 

located in what is today the Town of Minden, Montgomery County, New York. 

Primary Residence of Hendr ick Walrath: In his will of 1746 (a copy of the original being 

found on my Ancestry.com FAUXDK site),  ñHendrick Wolrad of Conajoharayò left 100 acres, 

ñpart of the Lands which I Purchased from Philip Livinstone Etc. being the Eastermost or lower 

half part of the Lott of Land I now Dwell upon & manureò to his son Hendrick Wolrad with the 

stipulation that said Hendrick help build a home and barn upon the property for the second son 

Johan Adolf Wolrad.  Hendrick Senior also bequeathed 100 acres of land to his son Johan Adolf 

ñbeing the westernmost or upper part of the Lott of Land I now Dwell uponò.  Furthermore, ñI do 

give & bequeath unto my said Sons Hendrick and Johan Adolf & their Heirs one hundred (and 

twenty five ï [added above]) Acres of Land lying at the east end of the Patent, which my said 

land is Specified in, to be Equally Occupied & manured betwixt them ééééé ñ. 

The information here is insufficient to precisely locate the dwelling place of Hendrick Conrad 

Walrath (known simply as Henry Walrath ï and spelling variations). 

The most helpful study of the ownership of the Countryman, Lipe and Windecker (now known 

simply as the Windecker) Patent is by A. Ross Eckler (2002) entitled ñThe Windecker Patentò 

which is no longer available online.  Fortunately the present author had copied this document 

some years ago.   

A study of the 1764 tax list by Mr. Eckler showed that Hendk Wallrad junr and Adolph Wallrad 

were residing among others who appear to have been living on the Windecker Patent.  By also 

studying the list of people dated 18 October 1786 from the Windecker Patent, the documentation 

shows that Jacob A. Walrath on Lot 9 and Henry Walrath on Lot 9 each owned 100 acres. 

Furthermore on 12 December1799 valuation of the property in the Town of Minden, it shows 

that Henry Walradt, Adam H. Walradt, and Jacob A. Walradt were all living on Lot 9 in the 

Windecker Patent. 

In studying the available records Mr. Eckler provided, ñDeed Records of Individual Lotsò.   

Lot 9B: Here Eckler reports that Lot 9B, along with Lot 9A were, ñpurchased from Philip 

Livingstone in 1731 by Hendrick Walrath, one of the 1709 Palatine immigrants, apparently 

before the Windecker Patent had been established.  According to Hendrickôs 1746 will, this land 

went to his son John Adolf Walrath. In 1764 John Adolf was living on Lot 9B when he was 

assessed 13 pounds.  In an unrecorded deed, John Adolf apparently sold Lot 9B (incorrectly 

identified as Lot 10) to Martinus Dillenbeckò.  In 1830 the widow of Jacob A. Walrath sold Lot 



2 
 

9B to Conrad Zimmerman, and in the 1905 Miden Map the lot was shown as ñZimmermanôs 

Pinesò. 

Lot 9A: This property was also willed by Hendrick Walrath in 1746, to his son Henry. ñIn 1764 

Henry Jr was living on Lot 9A where he was assessed 12 pounds.  Henry Walrath Junior born 

1742 then willed the lot to his son Adam Walrath in 1821.  From that point the land passed 

through many hands.  

Here follows a map of the Windecker Tract composed by Mr. Eckert: 

 

Lots 9A and 9B can be seen north west of Charlesworth Corners, which is west of Fort Plain. 

Comparing this map with the various descriptions provided by Mr. Eckert, and the will of 

Hendrick Walrath in 1746, it can be concluded that Hendrick was at the time of his death 

residing on the above Lot 9A of the Windecker Patent. The present day farm house here was 

likely situated close to the original home of Hendrick.  The red roadway going from right to left 

(west to east) on the heights above the Mohawk River was known as ñDutchtown Roadò. 
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Here follows a series of overlays to show where in the topography of today, we might expect to 

have seen the home of Hendrick Walrath.  First a highlighting of the above map to show more 

clearly the lots owned and occupied by Hendrick. 

 

Here follows the view from the air of the area around Lots 9A and 9B; then Lots 9A and 9B 

overlaid upon the Google view: 
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Finally a picture of a street view from Google of the home situated on Lot 9B today: 


